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SFI Chain-of-Custody News Release Template 
Updated: February 2014                                 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: <Company spokesperson>
<insert release date>,   
<telephone #/email>
<COMPANY NAME> EARNS SFI CHAIN-OF-CUSTODY CERTIFICATION

SFI CHAIN-OF-CUSTODY CERTIFICATION GOOD NEWS FOR <COMPANY NAME> CUSTOMERS 
<COMPANY NAME> MEETS MARKET DEMAND WITH SFI CHAIN-OF-CUSTODY CERTIFICATION

<COMPANY NAME> SHOWS IT CARES ABOUT FORESTS WITH SFI CHAIN-OF-CUSTODY CERTIFICATION

City, State/Province – <insert company name> announced today it has achieved Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI®) chain-of-custody certification across <insert detail on locations etc.> 

Through SFI chain-of-custody certification, companies must have a tracking system in place so they can tell customers the percentage of <fiber/fibre> from certified forests, certified sourcing and/or post-consumer recycled content. 

<Insert company quote with name/title of company representative – suggestions>
· “SFI chain-of-custody certification means our customers know they are supporting sustainable forest management when they buy our <insert  the type of products>,” said <insert name/title of company representative>.

· “<insert company name> is proud to display the SFI label on our products,” said <insert name/title of company representative>. “It shows we are contributing to the protection of water quality, conservation of wildlife habitat and biodiversity, and so much more.”
Non-profit SFI is a comprehensive, independent certification program that works with environmental, social and industry partners to improve forest practices in North America and <fiber/fibre> sourcing worldwide. More than <250 million acres/100 million hectares> are certified to the SFI forest management standard in North America – making it the largest single forest standard in the world. It is based on 14 core principles that promote sustainable forest management, including measures to protect water quality, biodiversity, wildlife habitat, species at risk, and Forests with Exceptional Conservation Value. 

Insert one of these suggested quotes from Kathy Abusow (not to be modified) – request additional quotes through Monika Gurzenski monika.gurzenski@sfiprogram.org)>
· “<insert company name here> joins progressive companies that display the SFI on-product label to show they care about future forests and communities across <the United States and/or Canada>,” said SFI President and CEO Kathy Abusow. 
· “By choosing SFI chain-of-custody certification, <insert company name here> is telling forest managers it values their commitment to sustainable forest management, and it is telling its customers they can be part of the solution,” said SFI President and CEO Kathy Abusow.
<Insert additional company quotes – suggestions>
· “Chain-of-custody certification means we will be able to meet the increasing market demand for forest products from responsible <fiber/fibre> sources, which is good for our business and good for our forests.”
· “SFI chain-of-custody certification means we can meet the high expectations of our customers who want to know they are making the right choice when they buy  <wood/paper/specify> products.”
<Additional message for companies certified to more than one forest management standard>
· In addition to its SFI certification, <insert company name> is also certified to <insert names of other certification programs>. Respected organizations around the world have reported growing convergence among certification standards and recognize the value of multiple standards to increase customer choice.
·  <For U.S. companies> The National Association of State Foresters advocates voluntary and inclusive approach to certification – public and private sector requirements should recognize all credible options. 

Competition among certification programs produces innovation and continuous improvement in certification processes and on-the-ground forestry practices. 

· <For Canadian companies> The Canadian Council of Forest Ministers says the three forest management standards used in Canada all demonstrate and promote the sustainability of forest management practices in Canada. 
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<insert boilerplate info about company>
About SFI Inc.

SFI Inc. is an independent, nonprofit organization that is solely responsible for maintaining, overseeing and improving the internationally recognized Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI®) program. Across the United States and Canada, about <250 million acres/100 million hectares> certified to the SFI forest management standard. In addition, the SFI program's unique <fiber/fibre> sourcing requirements promote responsible forest management on all suppliers' lands. SFI chain-of-custody (COC) certification tracks the percentage of <fiber/fibre> from certified forests, certified sourcing and post-consumer recycled content. SFI on-product labels identify both certified sourcing and COC claims to help consumers make responsible purchasing decisions. SFI Inc. is governed by a three-chamber board of directors representing environmental, social and economic sectors equally. Learn more at www.sfiprogram.org and www.sfiprogram.org/Buy-SFI. 
NOTE: This template is intended to guide the development of company news releases on company letterhead announcing SFI chain-of-custody certification. Suggested headlines and corporate quotes are provided, and may be modified. The SFI quote as it appears below should be used in SFI member news releases only. Additional quotes can be requested through Monika Gurzenski (�HYPERLINK "mailto:paula.wardle@sfiprogram.org"�monika.gurzenski@sfiprogram.org�). Please send a copy of the final news release to Monika.








