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SFI is a Forest Legality Alliance Member

SFI / WRI dialogue on Global Forest Watch



Longstanding concern about global forests

International Policy Landscape



Context: No international forest treaty

• Shift from voluntary to mandatory requirements 
– Before: certification, SFM
– Now: globalization of legality standards

International Policy Landscape



Mandatory legality standards

Lacey Act Amendment ‐ 2008

International Policy Landscape

EU Timber Regulation ‐ 2010

Australian Illegal Logging Prohibition 
Act ‐ 2012



Relevance for North American Forestry Sector
• Changing relationship between legality and sustainability

• Legality in bilateral and multi‐lateral policy discussions: TTIP

• Solving the illegal logging crisis is key to achieving SFM

• Not just about catching criminals: mainstreaming legal sourcing

Certification remains a key tool to source legal timber

International Policy Landscape



The Forest Legality Alliance
• Launched in June 2010 
• Public private partnership
• 100 members from private sector & NGOs

• Objectives:
1. Build alliance of supply chain actors
2. Demonstrate that compliance is feasible
3. Practical tools for exercising due care
4. Educate Stakeholders

2. The Forest Legality Alliance



• Secretariat (WRI & USAID)
• Members: anyone with a stake 

supporting legal forest product 
supply chains

• Industry Advisory Group

Implementation through partnership  
Forest Legality Alliance



• USAID funding: 2014‐2016
‐ Continue global FLA work
‐ Decentralize FLA
‐ Emerging technologies

Moving into phase 2
Forest Legality Alliance



Emerging innovative technologies

Technologies

Enormous potential for range of users:

• Law enforcement (detection, investigation, evidence)
• Wood buyers/traders (due care)
• Wood producers 
• Watchdogs



1. Microscopic wood species identification 
(species)

Technologies



2. Stable isotopes (origin of wood)
Technologies

Map credit: AgroIsolab



3. DNA analysis (species and origin of wood)
Technologies

Map credit: Double‐Helix Tracking Technologies



4. Near infrared (species and origin of wood)

Technologies



5. Remote sensing 
(forest cover change/degradation)

Technologies

Map credit: Hansen et al. 2013

Forest cover change from 2000‐2012



6. Paper fiber analysis (species)

Technologies



Challenges

- Cost
- Complexity and speed
- Field capacity
- Reference library investments
- Data accessibility & exchange
- Matching information tools with user needs

Technologies



What We Need to Know

Technologies

- What are the major information gaps for detecting illegal 
logging in your supply chains?

- Which of these emerging technologies sound most 
promising to you?

- What is the best way to engage you to ensure that 
technology development meets your needs?



Radical Transparency
Global Forest Watch

Map credit: www.globalforestwatch.org



– GFW‐Fires 
– GFW‐Commodities
– GFW‐Biodiversity (in development)

Global Forest Watch

Additional platforms



The Forest Legality Alliance

www.forestlegality.org

Charles Barber – cbarber@wri.org 

Thank you! 


