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The	
  Forest	
  Legality	
  Alliance	
  

• 	
  New	
  legislaAon	
  	
  
 	
  Lacey	
  	
  
 	
  Due	
  Diligence	
  	
  (Illegal	
  Timber	
  RegulaAon)	
  

• Move	
  from	
  voluntary	
  to	
  mandatory:	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  
mainstream	
  legality,	
  risk	
  consideraAons	
  
• 	
  Access	
  to	
  all	
  informaAon	
  is	
  key	
  
• 	
  Need	
  for	
  targeted,	
  U.S.-­‐based	
  informaAon	
  for	
  legality	
  	
  

Context:	
  informaAon	
  gaps	
  on	
  supply	
  and	
  demand	
  side	
  



•  InternaAonal,	
  mulA-­‐stakeholder	
  iniAaAve	
  	
  

•  BeQer	
  forest	
  governance	
  and	
  biodiversity	
  
conservaAon	
  by	
  reducing	
  demand	
  for	
  illegally	
  
harvested	
  forest	
  products	
  

•  Increasing	
  the	
  capacity	
  of	
  supply	
  chains	
  to	
  deliver	
  
legal	
  wood	
  and	
  paper	
  

•  Helping	
  supply	
  chains	
  understand	
  and	
  respond	
  to	
  
emerging	
  demand-­‐side	
  policies	
  	
  

The	
  Forest	
  Legality	
  Alliance	
  



The	
  Forest	
  Legality	
  Alliance	
  
•  A	
  clearinghouse	
  for	
  disseminaAng	
  informaAon	
  and	
  

resources	
  
•  Legality-­‐only	
  focused	
  
– No	
  audiAng	
  ,	
  cerAficaAon	
  or	
  verificaAon	
  of	
  membership	
  	
  	
  
– No	
  claims	
  on	
  part	
  of	
  its	
  members	
  

•  A	
  creator	
  of	
  appropriate	
  tools	
  to	
  fill	
  risk	
  assessment	
  and	
  
policy	
  knowledge	
  gaps	
  

•  A	
  plaTorm	
  for	
  consensus	
  and	
  collaboraAon	
  



AcAviAes	
  and	
  InformaAon	
  Supply	
  

• Describe	
  best	
  pracAces	
  	
  

•  IdenAfy	
  problems,	
  
opportuniAes,	
  and	
  
unintended	
  effects	
  

• Both	
  large-­‐	
  and	
  small-­‐
scale,	
  community-­‐based	
  
supply	
  chains	
  

•  InformaAon	
  website	
  

• Online	
  risk	
  assessment	
  

•  Local	
  informaAon	
  	
  

•  Lacey	
  declaraAon	
  	
  

• Manuals	
  and	
  videos	
  

•  Supply	
  chain	
  stakeholders	
  
(business,	
  government)	
  and	
  
civil	
  society	
  

•  In	
  producer,	
  manufacturing,	
  
transshipment	
  countries	
  

• Outreach	
  events	
  in	
  consumer	
  
countries	
  (trade	
  shows,	
  etc.)	
  

Awareness	
  and	
  
Training	
  

Demonstrate	
  
Feasibility	
  of	
  
Compliance	
  	
  

Equip	
  Supply	
  Chains	
  



Outreach	
  and	
  Training	
  	
  



The	
  Forest	
  Legality	
  Alliance	
  is	
  not:	
  

•  A	
  cerAficaAon	
  accreditaAon	
  body	
  

•  A	
  cerAficaAon	
  or	
  verificaAon	
  body	
  

•  A	
  stepwise	
  program	
  towards	
  cerAficaAon	
  

•  An	
  official	
  U.S.	
  government	
  voice	
  on	
  all	
  
things	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  Lacey	
  Act	
  



Membership	
  
• 	
  Nine	
  major	
  companies	
  and	
  
associaAons	
  in	
  Industry	
  Advisory	
  
Group	
  

• 	
  General	
  membership	
  open	
  to	
  
companies,	
  associaAons,	
  NGOs,	
  
technical	
  service	
  providers,	
  
certain	
  government	
  enAAes,	
  
cerAficaAon	
  standards,	
  other	
  
stakeholders	
  

• 	
  Provide	
  guidance	
  on	
  tools	
  
• 	
  Access	
  to	
  policymakers	
  in	
  U.S.	
  
government,	
  peers	
  in	
  industry	
  



Current	
  Forest	
  Legality	
  Alliance	
  Members	
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Tools:	
  InformaAon	
  to	
  markets	
  
Lacey	
  Import	
  	
  

DeclaraAon	
  Tool	
  
Sustainable	
  

Procurement	
  Guide	
  
Risk	
  InformaAon	
  Tool	
  



Risk	
  InformaAon	
  Tool	
  
•  Supported	
  in	
  part	
  by	
  an	
  SFI	
  ConservaAon	
  and	
  Community	
  

Partnerships	
  Grant	
  	
  
•  Partners	
  include	
  WWF-­‐GFTN,	
  NEPCon,	
  and	
  IMAZON	
  

•  Designed	
  to	
  help	
  purchasers	
  by	
  providing	
  user-­‐friendly,	
  
text-­‐	
  and	
  map-­‐based	
  context	
  and	
  informaAon	
  around	
  
issues	
  of	
  forest	
  products	
  sourcing	
  by	
  country	
  and	
  species	
  

•  Freely	
  available,	
  online,	
  interacAve	
  tool	
  
•  Four-­‐year	
  project	
  implemented	
  in	
  phases	
  



Trees cut from national park 
or protected area 

Logs cut from native community 
lands without proper authorization 

Failure to pay statutory tariffs at 
the forest concession 

Timber falsely labeled 
as another species 

Logs shipped in violation 
of a log-export ban 

Counterfeit  
permits 

Retailer 

Publisher 

Buyer 

Builder 

Adapted	
  from	
  Environmental	
  Inves4ga4on	
  Agency	
  (U.S.)	
  









Local	
  modules	
  



The	
  Forest	
  Legality	
  Alliance	
  
www.forestlegality.org	
  

Thank	
  You	
  

Caitlin	
  Clarke	
  –	
  cclarke@wri.org	
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