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Busting Bat Lore - Fast Facts
Did you know?

* Bats are the only flying mammals. They are also the primary consumers of nighttime insects.

* Bats can live up to 40 years and usually only give birth to just one pup each year.

* All bats in Canada are insectivorous, consuming up to 100% of their body weight each night in insects.
That works out to about 500 mosquito-sized insects per hour.

* Bats are important to the environment because they eat insects, pollinate plants, and distribute plant
seeds.

* B.C. has 16 species of bats, half of which are currently listed at risk due to one or more conservation
concerns.

* During the winter bats go into hibernation, where their body temperature and breathing rates are very
low, allowing them to use their fat reserves slowly.

* Most bats cannot feed during the winter and must depend on this limited supply of fat reserves.
Disturbances cause hibernating bats to use stored fat more quickly.

* Bats are sensitive to noise, light and physical disturbances that can bring them out of their hibernation.
Human disturbance of hibernating bats can be a serious threat to their survival.

* Human access to bat hibernation sites may also spread pathogens such as the White Nose Syndrome, a
fungus that is causing mass bat die-offs across North America.

What you can do to help:

* To keep White Nose Syndrome (WNS) from spreading into BC avoid going underground (into caves or
mines) if you have been in any sites in eastern North America or Europe that could house bats. Spores
of this fungal pathogen can be spread in mud on boots, dirt on equipment, etc. The longer we keep
WNS out of the west, the more time this buys researchers to work on potential prevention or
mitigation strategies.

* Getinvolved in your local bat program; they are always looking for volunteers to help collect data
about local bat populations.

* If bats are roosting in a remote part of your house, isolated from human activity you may want to
consider leaving them undisturbed and providing them a home. They do not gnaw on wood, wires or
insulation and will not damage the structure.

* If bats in your home become a nuisance there are effective, non-toxic ways to evict them. It is illegal, as
well as ineffective, to use pesticides to remove bats. Contact your local SPCA to assist you in their
removal.

*  You can provide bats with a safe and suitable home by putting up a bat house on your property. Used
for more than 60 years, bat houses look like bottomless birdhouses.

> Learn more about bats, how to build your very own bat house, where you can get involved in
community bat programs, and what to do if you ever come across bats on your property at
http://www.kootenaybats.com/.
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Sustainable Forestry Initiative Conservation Grant:

* The Nature Conservancy of Canada has received a total of $50,000 over two years from the Sustainable
Forestry Initiative to support protection of bat populations in southern British Columbia by creating an
inventory of the locations and health of bat habitat.

* Project researchers are creating an inventory of significant bat hibernation sites in British Columbia's
southern interior and will assess the actions needed to protect these sites from disturbance.

* This project will build on existing knowledge in the Kootenay regions, and gating is occurring at high
priority sites that have already been identified by previous research, such as the Queen Victoria Mine.
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