
How the Rise of Trendy Environmentalism  
Has Taken Us Off Track 



 This is what people 
think of clear cuts 

 Business 2.0 used a 
similar picture to 
discuss the 
possibility that 
hybrid poplars 
could replace 
softwood lumber 



 The “clearcut” is 
actually a 
reservoir 

 The trees were 
cleared to make 
space for 
Kechelus Lake, 
which supplies 
water to Seattle. 



“Melany Vorass called to say dinner was trapped in her 
front yard. As you might guess, Vorass is serious about 
eating locally. She teaches urban foraging. She raises 
goats, chickens, bees and worms at her Green Lake 
house. And she believes she's the only person in Seattle 
harvesting squirrels for protein.” 

 





 Being green makes people feel better about themselves 
 “Consumer choices reflect not only price and quality 

preferences but also social and moral values, as 
witnessed in the remarkable growth of the global 
market for organic and environmentally friendly 
products.” 

 People are willing to pay more for that image 
 Two economists studied “conspicuous conservation” 
 Found that people in Washington were willing to pay up 

to $1,300 more for a Prius than another hybrid 
 Green helps the self image – that’s what’s being bought 



 Legislation in WA 
sought to allow people 
to opt out of receiving 
the Yellow Pages. 

 The purpose was to 
save trees. 

 And that makes me cry. 
 Paper isn’t a primary product of softwood harvesting 
 Hardwood cut for paper wouldn’t be there without 

demand for paper 
 Recycling may actually reduce the number of trees 
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“Clearcut size”:  limits on size 
of harvest openings? 
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“Green-up”:  harvest limited 
until adjacent stand reaches a 
given height? 
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 WA requires schools meet “green” building standards 
 Promised 30-50% in energy savings for 2-3% more 
 State admits results don’t match the promises 



 An alternative needs to meet several criteria 
 Economically responsible 

 If it isn’t economically sustainable it isn’t 
environmentally sustainable 

 Spain, Germany, California and Oregon are learning this 
 Approach must be innovative and nimble 

 Government isn’t designed for innovation 
 “Over 90 percent of subsidies are on deploying 

technology and not on R&D.” – Bill Gates 
 Accountability is critical 

 If we aren’t achieving the goal, we need to change 
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