FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SEPTEMBER 2, 2016
SFI LAUNCHES CONSERVATION IMPACT PROJECT TO DELIVER
METRICS FOR WELL-MANAGED FORESTS
HONOLULU, HI — The Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) will announce today the launch of its largescale effort to quantify the conservation benefits associated with well-managed forests stretching across
North America from British Columbia to Florida. Forests certified to the SFI Forest Management Standard
cover more than 280 million acres/113 million hectares. Millions more acres/hectares benefit from the SFI
Fiber Sourcing Standard.
The SFI Conservation Impact Project focuses on developing metrics for climate change mitigation, water
quality and biodiversity, to encourage forest health, conservation and sound management. Quantifying
these environmental benefits will also enable the SFI community to understand and promote the
conservation values associated with sustainably managed forests.
“Having robust conservation data directly linked to sustainable forestry will help people take pride in the
environmental benefits, like clean water and carbon storage, that we all enjoy from well-managed
forests,” said Kathy Abusow, President and CEO of SFI Inc. “We firmly believe that the future of forests
and the environment depends on understanding the contributions of sustainable forest management.”
The SFI Conservation Impact Project will be launched at the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) World Conservation Congress to reflect the importance SFI places on building networks
with the world’s leading conservationists. The IUCN’s collaborative, community-based approach to
conservation is consistent with SFI’s conservation work. SFI became a member of IUCN in April.
”SFI is well-positioned to make a contribution to our alliance of key scientists and decision-makers. We
are looking forward to the results of SFI’s work on measuring conservation values in working forests and
how it will help deliver global conservation and nature-based solutions,” said Stewart Maginnis, Global
Director of IUCN’s Nature-based Solutions Group.
A large part of these conservation efforts are driven by SFI Program Participants. SFI certification
standards require them to collaborate to support research to improve forest health, conservation
understanding, productivity and sustainable management of forest resources. SFI is the only forest
certification program in North America with a research requirement — resulting in $1.6 billion of
investments from SFI Program Participants since 1995. In 2015 alone, 400 different conservation and
research projects were reported by SFI Program Participants.
“By working closely with SFI Program Participants that are linked to millions of acres of forestland, we are
helping to document how responsibly managed forests provide habitat for at-risk bird species, and to
identify means of jointly enhancing this management to benefit birds still further,” said Mike Parr, Vice
President and Chief Conservation Officer at the American Bird Conservancy (ABC), an SFI partner.
Parr will be present at the IUCN conference for the launch of SFI’s Conservation Impact Project. He will
be joined by Healy Hamilton, Chief Scientist and Vice President for Conservation Science at NatureServe,
another SFI partner. SFI’s partnerships with ABC and NatureServe are just two important examples of
how SFI is collaborating with scientists to help quantify conservation impact. SFI is also formally engaging
with the wider scientific community in other ways.
“To guide the SFI Conservation Impact Project, we have brought together a diverse group of scientists
and leaders from academia, public agencies, the non-profit conservation community, SFI Program
Participants and the SFI leadership. This diverse group of individuals will act as a sounding board to help
ensure credibility and transparency, and will provide direct input into how the project develops,” said Paul
Trianosky, Chief Conservation Officer at SFI. “SFI’s Conservation Impact Project will ultimately facilitate

	
  

continual improvement in forest management practices, help ensure that these forests contribute
meaningfully to conservation goals, and help build confidence in the users of sustainably sourced forest
products about their connection to conservation outcomes.”
About the Sustainable Forestry Initiative® Inc. (SFI)
The Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI) stands for future forests. SFI® is an independent, non-profit
organization dedicated to promoting forest sustainability and supporting the links between sustainable
forests and communities through grant programs, carefully targeted research, direct leadership of critical
initiatives, and partnerships that effectively contribute to multiple conservation objectives. SFI’s Forest
Management, Fiber Sourcing and Chain of Custody Standards work to ensure the health and future of
forests. Through application of these certification standards, SFI’s on-product labels help consumers
make responsible purchasing decisions. SFI Inc. is governed by an independent, three-chamber board of
directors representing environmental, social and economic sectors equally. Learn more about SFI’s
conservation work at sfiprogram.org/conservation and download a printable factsheet.
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