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SFI NAMES NEW CHIEF EDUCATION OFFICER MELINA BELLOWS TO LEAD ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION AND EXPAND PROJECT LEARNING TREE®
Washington, D.C. and Ottawa, ON — The Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc. (SFI) is pleased to name
Melina Gerosa Bellows as SFI’s Chief Education Officer. She oversees the overall strategy and
implementation of initiatives under SFI's Education pillar.
Prior to joining SFI, Bellows worked at National Geographic for 17 years, where she created and launched
the award-winning National Geographic Kids brand and served as Chief Education Officer overseeing all
of the children's businesses. Bellows is also a best-selling author and an award-winning freelance writer
and blogger.
“Melina is a visionary leader who believes in the power of words and education to transform lives and the
world we all share. Her ability to reach and inspire youth, combined with SFI’s rapidly growing presence
in the education space is going to have a huge impact on the next generation and how they care for
forests,” said Kathy Abusow, President and CEO of SFI Inc.
As a member of the senior leadership team, Bellows’ responsibilities include leading and growing SFI's
award-winning environmental education program, Project Learning Tree® (PLT). Every year, PLT’s efforts
to promote environmental literacy and stewardship reach more than 1 million students. Bellows will also
focus on exploring opportunities to broaden PLT’s reach and impact in diverse and underserved
communities.
“I’m excited to lead a team that uses forests as a window on the world to increase students’
understanding of the environment and the actions they can take to conserve it. I also believe in
empowering students and educators to learn how to think, not what to think, about complex
environmental issues, which is at the heart of the PLT approach,” Bellows said.
About the Sustainable Forestry Initiative ® Inc. (SFI). SFI® Inc. is a sustainability leader that
stands for future forests. We are an independent, non-profit organization that provides supply chain
assurances, delivers conservation leadership, and supports environmental education and community
engagement. SFI works with the forest sector, brand owners, conservation groups, resource
professionals, landowners, educators, local communities, Indigenous peoples, governments, and
universities. SFI standards and on-product labels help consumers make responsible purchasing decisions.
Additionally, we oversee the SFI Forest Partners® Program, which aims to increase supply of certified
forest products, the SFI Conservation and Community Partnerships Grant Program, which funds research
and community building, and Project Learning Tree®, which educates teachers and youth about forests
and the environment. SFI Inc. is governed by an independent three chamber board of directors
representing environmental, social, and economic sectors equally. SFI believes caring for forests improves
everyone’s quality of life. Learn more: sfiprogram.org.
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