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Audit Summary 

Introduction 
A second surveillance audit of NewPage’s program for forestland management on CWPCo 
lands was conducted by Matt Tormohlen (BVNA Lead auditor) on 18 & 22 August, 2014 for 
the purposes of recommendation for continued certification. 
 

Audit Scope, Objectives and Process 
The scope of the audit is “SFI Land Management for 2,214 ha located in Wisconsin”.  The 
audit was conducted against the SFI 2010-2014 Standard.  During this surveillance audit, 
the following indicators were reviewed; 3, 5, 7, 16, 19 and 20.  There was no substitution or 
modification of indicators.  Specifically, two objectives of the SFI audit were to verify that the 
Program Participant’s SFI Program is in conformance with the SFI Objectives, Performance 
Measures and Indicators, and verify whether the Program Participant has effectively 
implemented its SFI Standard program requirements on the ground.  Standard Bureau 
Veritas Certification protocols and forms were applied throughout the audit as provided by 
the most recent version of the Bureau Veritas Certification SFI Auditor Handbook available 
on the auditor access website.  
 

Audit Plan 
The audit consisted of ½ day review of documented policies, GIS capabilities and training 
involvement at Wisconsin Rapids office.  One half day was spent evaluating field sites. 
 

Company Information 
NewPage Corporation is maker of coated and uncoated white papers. They have seven 
mills in the United States. The company is certified to both the Sustainable Forest Initiative 
and Forest Stewardship Council forestry and chain-of-custody standards. The company 
manages flowage lands along the Wisconsin River owned by the Consolidated Water and 
Power Company (CWPCo.)  These lands are governed by the requirements of the FERC 
(Federal Energy Regulations Committee, License #2192.)  The organization has an active 
license (#2192) with the FERC which includes a very in depth evaluation of the social 
impacts of the hydro-electric dams and the CWPCo lands associated with the hydro-electric 
program. 
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Audit Results 
This audit began with a general overview of the past year’s management activities 
completed by NewPage.  System documentation, including documents example records 
illustrating conformance to all relevant performance measures and indicators was reviewed 
and found to be adequate. 
 
AAC calculations were modified last year to reflect desired stocking and percentage land 
areas of three major stand conditions (early, mid and late successional forests.)  This was 
then compared to the current stand conditions as determined from recent stand level 
inventory data gathered by NP foresters.  This data is used in coordination with USDA 
USFS NE 603 (N HW) and USA USFS NE 604 (North Central RP) growth rates. 
 
NewPage employees continue to be active in various forestry committees in throughout 
Wisconsin.   
 
Average clear cut size is significantly less than 120 acres.  Excessive retention and irregular 
boundaries included in harvested areas.  Clear cut size is easily calculated due to the low 
number of actual harvest areas (less than five.)  
 
The field site visits consisted of an inspection of  all harvest sites completed in the past 
year.  Harvest sites reviewed included marked and operator select single tree selection 
harvests, aspen CC harvests and pine thinning’s.  In addition, road work and culvert 
installation en route to harvest sites were reviewed and determined to be in compliance with 
applicable WI BMP regulations.  All field sites visited exhibited excellent implementation of 
sound forestry practices, BMPs and minimal impact to soil productivity.  In addition, harvest 
inspection notes continue to provide an excellent history of the active harvest and 
explanations for any modifications to the harvest plan.     
 
Wildlife habitat considerations were evident on most field sites, including expansion of 
SMZs when appropriate, maintenance of snag and mast trees in all harvest types and 
creation of irregular harvest boundaries during clear cut and release harvests.   
 

Findings 
 
Previous non-conformances:   
N/A 
 
Non-conformances:   
N/A         

Opportunities for Improvement:   

N/A 
 
Notable Practices:   
N/A 
 
Logo/label use: 
The organization does not currently utilize the SFI or BVC logo, but reserves the right for 
use of these logos should customers/client request. 
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SFI reporting: 
During this audit verification of the SFI website was completed to ensure that the previous 
audit report was submitted and posted.  CWPCo’s public summary report is posted on the 
SFI website. 
 

Conclusions 
 
NewPage continues to implement and manage an SFI program on CWPCo lands which 
meets the requirements of the SFI 2010-2014 standard for Land Management.  A 
recommendation for immediate continuation of the organizations SFI certification was 
issued at the closing meeting.       
 

Surveillance Audit Schedule 
The next surveillance audit should be scheduled for August/September, 2015. 
 
 
SEE SF61/SF71 FOR AUDIT NOTES  
 
 
 

 

 

Summary of Audit Findings: 

Audit Date(s): From: 18 August, 2014 To:  22 August, 2014 

Number of SF02’s Raised:  Major: 0 Minor: 0 

Is a follow up visit required: Yes  No  X Date(s) of follow up visit:  

Follow-up visit remarks: 

 
 
 

Team Leader Recommendation: 

Corrective Action Plan (s) 
Accepted 

Yes  No  Date:  

Proceed to/Continue Certification Yes X No  Date: 22 August, 2014 

All NCR’s Cleared Yes  No  Date:  

Standard audit conducted against: 

1) SFI LM 2010-2014 3)  

2)  4)  

Team Leader (1): Team Members (2,3,4…) 

Matt Tormohlen 2) N/A 

3)  

4)  

5)  

Scope of Supply: (scope statement must be verified and appear in the space below) 

SFI Land Management for 2,214 ha located in Wisconsin  

Accreditation's 1     

Number of Certificates ANAB     
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Proposed Date for Next Audit Event 

Date August/September, 2015 

Audit Report Distribution 

Gordon Mouw (NewPage) : Gordon.Mouw@newpagecorp.com 

Melani Potts (BVNA):  melani.potts@us.bureauveritas.com 

 

 
 
  
 

Clause  Audit Report 

Opening 
Meeting 

Participant
s: 
 
 
Discussion
s:  

Matt Tormohlen (BVNA – Lead Auditor) 
Gordon Mouw (NewPage) 
 
 Introductions 
 Scope of the audit  
 Audit schedule/plan 
 Nonconformance types – Major / Minor  
 Review of previous nonconformances - 0. 
 Process approach to auditing and audit sampling 
 Confidentiality agreement 
 Termination of the audit 
 Appeals process 
 Closing meeting timing 

Closing 
Meeting 

Participant
s: 
 
 
Discussion
s: 

Matt Tormohlen (BVNA – Lead Auditor) 
Gordon Mouw (NewPage) 
 
 Introductions and appreciation for selecting Bureau Veritas 

Certification. 
 Review of audit process - process approach and sampling. 
 Review of OFIs and System Strengths – 0 
 Nonconformances - 0 
 Date for next audit.  
 Reporting protocol and timing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


