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BuildingsBuildings’’ Impacts Impacts

• Responsible for nearly half of all greenhouse gas
emissions produced in the U.S. every year

• Account for 39% of total U.S. energy consumption,
more than both the transportation and industry
sectors

•  By 2035, 75% of our nation’s buildings will be new
or remodeled
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Buildings and climate changeBuildings and climate change



Green Building LegislationGreen Building Legislation

        



Green Building Initiative (GBI)Green Building Initiative (GBI)

• Non-profit organization dedicated to advancing
green building by offering practical, affordable
and consensus-based options for green
certification

• Funded and supported by green building
stakeholders who believe in the benefits of
competition among rating systems



Our ApproachOur Approach
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  Marketing Support



ResearchResearch

• Study commissioned through
DePaul University (coming 2010)

– Document lowered utility
consumption

– Convert to cost savings; estimate
value of energy-saving features

– Assess market value change of
houses

– Examine differences in performance
and occupancy by size, location,
occupancy characteristics



Green Incentives DatabaseGreen Incentives Database

• Comprehensive, searchable
database of all available
incentives for residential
and commercial
construction

• Found on GBI website or
http://www.dsireusa.org/gbi/



Virtual Green TrainingVirtual Green Training



60 60 HBAHBA’’ss in 26 states in 26 states



Bob Weiss,
EVP of HBA of Kentucky

“If an HBA was going to start a 

green building program in their 

area, GBI, the Green Building 

Initiative, is the first call they 

ought to make.” 

April 2008





Green Globes ProjectsGreen Globes Projects



            44 Million Impressions to DateMedia Highlights:

“…with other standards
emerging, like the Green Globes,

LEED may be left behind.”



Obama PlatformObama Platform



Recognition of AlternativesRecognition of Alternatives
Alternatives Recognized Trending positive



PlayersPlayers
• Rating organizations

– USGBC
– GBI
– NAHB/local HBA’s *

• Ideologues
– Climate/energy/environmental NGO’s
– Architects

• Other vested interests
– Industry
– Labor



Where have we been?Where have we been?



Where is it going?Where is it going?



What can you do?What can you do?
• Become a supporter/member of the GBI

• Earn a GBI personnel certification/refer a
building (office, schools, universities)

• Support local homebuilder (HBA) green building
efforts



ContactContact
Ward Hubbell, President
Green Building Initiative
2104 SE Morrison Street
Portland, Oregon 97214
ward@thegbi.org
www.thegbi.org
503-274-8881


