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Mr. Rick Fedrizzi, President and CEO
US Green Building Council

2101 L Street NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20037

Dear Mr. Fedrizzi:

[ appreciate the efforts of the US Green Building Council (USGBC) to promote
conservation measures and the environmental sustainability of forests, and share your
commitment to our natural resources.

However, | am writing to express my concern about USGBC’s Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) rating system. LEED, in its current form, discriminates against
wood products produced in our own backyard. Further, it prohibits the two largest sustainable
forest certification programs in the U.S., the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) and the
American Tree Farm System (ATFS), from gaining credit by recognizing only Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC) certified wood.

Without change, many LEED builders will turn away reputable third-party SFI and ATFS
domestically-produced certified wood in favor of FSC certified wood, the vast majority of which
comes from other countries that may not uphold our same high standard of sustainability.

[ understand that the USGBC has developed draft benchmarks to evaluate forest certification
programs but that the process has largely ignored the need to address its exclusive recognition of
FSC. Products from SFI and ATFS certified forests continue to be ineligible for the LEED forest
certification. This is completely counterproductive to enhancing and improving the viability and
sustainability of our country’s forest products industry.

Your speedy acceptance of other sustainable forest certification programs will help ensure strong
markets for domestic lumber producers and our forest landowners, which is vital to the future of
our forests and our forest industry workers.
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