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SFI Certified Sourcing News Release Template
Primary Producers 
Updated February 2014
NOTE: This template is intended to guide the development of company news releases on company letterhead announcing SFI chain-of-custody certification. Suggested headlines and corporate quotes are provided, and may be modified. The SFI quote as it appears below should be used in SFI member news releases only. Additional quotes can be requested through Monika Gurzenski (monika.gurzenski@sfiprogram.org). Please send a copy of the final news release to Monika.









FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	Contact: <Company spokesperson>
<insert release date>,   	<telephone #/email>

<COMPANY NAME> ACHIEVES SFI CERTIFIED SOURCING CERTIFICATION 

<COMPANY NAME> STRENGTHENS PROCUREMENT WITH SFI CERTIFIED SOURCING 

<COMPANY NAME> BACKS FAMILY FOREST OWNERS WITH SFI CERTIFIED SOURCING 

<COMPANY NAME> SUPPORTS LOCAL COMMUNITIES THROUGH SFI CERTIFIED SOURCING 

City, State/Province – As part of its broad commitment to the corporate social responsibility, <insert company name>, <insert descriptor line>, announced today it will meet Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI®) <fiber/fibre> sourcing requirements across <insert detail on locations etc.>

<Insert company name> earned the certification by meeting the <fiber/fibre> sourcing requirements of the SFI 2010-2014 Standard (Objectives 8-20). This includes an auditable procurement process to promote responsible forestry requiring that producers, among other things, support logger and forester training and encourage suppliers in North America to reforest harvested sites, protect threatened and endangered species, and strengthen best management practices to protect water quality. 

<Optional line for certified companies that own forests>
<Insert company name> has also certified the <XX acres/hectares> of forestland it owns <add location> to the SFI 2010-2014 Standard’s forest management requirements (Objectives 1-7).

<Insert company quote with name/title of company representative – suggestions>
· “At <insert company name>, we have a strong commitment to responsible forest management, and so do our customers. SFI certified sourcing helps us meet the high expectations of the people who buy our products.”
· “Through SFI <fiber/fibre> sourcing certification, <insert company name> will support family forest owners and local communities.”


Through its certified sourcing, the independent, non-profit SFI program stands apart from other certification programs by addressing the fact that 90 percent of the world’s forests are not certified. An SFI certified sourcing label tells consumers the <fiber/fibre> in a product is from legal and responsible sources, regardless of whether the forest is certified. Producers who source raw materials from outside of North America must perform risk assessments to avoid controversial sources such as illegal logging operations. 

<Insert one of these suggested quotes from Kathy Abusow (not to be modified) – request additional quotes through Monika Gurzenski monika.gurzenski@sfiprogram.org)>
· “The SFI program values the crucial role all forest landowners play in protecting the long-term health and sustainability of our forests, including the millions of family forest owners in North America who supply wood <fiber/fibre> to SFI program participants,” said SFI President and CEO Kathy Abusow. “By meeting SFI <fiber/fibre> sourcing requirements, <insert company name here> joins a growing number of companies working with landowners and helping improve forestry practices on millions of additional< acres/hectares> of land.”
· “SFI <fiber/fibre> sourcing requirements support family forest owners across North America,” said SFI President and CEO Kathy Abusow. “It helps them protect threatened and endangered species, promote reforestation and strengthen best management practices to protect water quality.”

 <Insert additional company quotes – suggestions>
· “The SFI certified sourcing label tells our customers they are supporting activities to improve forest practices in North America. <Insert company name> is working with landowners to promote sustainable forestry practices through training, education and research requirements.”
· “SFI certified sourcing means <insert company name> is working with our suppliers to meet the increasing market demand for forest products from legal and responsible sources at home and abroad. It is good for our business and good for our forests.”
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<insert boilerplate info about company>

About SFI Inc.
[bookmark: _GoBack]SFI Inc. is an independent, nonprofit organization that is solely responsible for maintaining, overseeing and improving the internationally recognized Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI®) program. Across the United States and Canada, about <250 million acres/100 million hectares> certified to the SFI forest management standard. In addition, the SFI program's unique <fiber/fibre> sourcing requirements promote responsible forest management on all suppliers' lands. SFI chain-of-custody (COC) certification tracks the percentage of <fiber/fibre> from certified forests, certified sourcing and post-consumer recycled content. SFI on-product labels identify both certified sourcing and COC claims to help consumers make responsible purchasing decisions. SFI Inc. is governed by a three-chamber board of directors representing environmental, social and economic sectors equally. Learn more at www.sfiprogram.org and www.sfiprogram.org/Buy-SFI. 
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