Dr. Sharon Haines Memorial Award for Innovation and Leadership in Sustainability

Criteria 

Background

The Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI), Inc., along with International Paper Company, would like to honor a member of the SFI® community that mirrors the values and leadership of the late Dr. Sharon G. Haines.  Dr. Haines spent over 30 years with International Paper, during which she achieved significant recognition for her vast knowledge and incredible insight in natural resources stewardship.  She was also uniquely successful in fostering strong partnerships with conservation organizations, such as The Conservation Fund, Environmental Defense Fund and The Nature Conservancy.  For many years, Dr. Haines represented the leading edge of the paradigm shift away from traditional forestry to today’s model of responsible forest management and stewardship. 

Criteria for Nomination

The Dr. Sharon Haines Memorial Award for Innovation and Leadership in Sustainability will be awarded to an individual or project team in the SFI community that reflects Dr. Haines’ legacy.  This person or team can be nominated from either an SFI certified company, or a close partner working with a certified company on sustainability issues related to implementation of the SFI Standard in North America.  The recipient(s) will have demonstrated a forward-thinking approach to sustainability, seeking to rise above the status quo, and fostering collaborations with key environmental partners along the way.  
Nominees from either an SFI-certified company or a close partner working with a certified company on sustainability issues related to implementation of the SFI Standard in North America will be evaluated on how well they address one or more  of the following:

·  Individual or team exhibits exemplary work in developing, implementing and promoting sustainability in their organization, which will influence future practices and decisions at the organizational level

· Individual or team works in close cooperation with outside stakeholders to foster relationships and work collaboratively to implement innovative activities or projects related to achieving sustainability goals

· Individual or team who leads by example, ensuring that sustainability goals are a cornerstone of daily activities
· Individual or team that exhibits exemplary work in educating others through landowner education, professional and business organizations, community or conservation groups to broaden the understanding of sustainable forestry concepts and achievements.
Award

SFI Inc will work with International Paper to create an award that reflects Dr. Haines commitment to sustainability, and will jointly announce the recipient at the SFI Annual Conference.  Note:  At their discretion, International Paper and SFI Inc. may choose to not award this prize annually if a suitable candidate is not nominated.  

Timeline

Nominations must be submitted by August 15, 2009.  No late submissions will be accepted.  

Dr. Sharon Haines Memorial Award for Innovation and Leadership in Sustainability

--Nomination Form --
1.  Nominee

(Please provide the name, title, address, and phone number of the individual.)

Individual Name
_________________________________________

Organization
_________________________________________
Title

_________________________________________

Address

_________________________________________

_________________________________________





_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Phone Number
_________________________________________

E-mail

_________________________________________

2.  Nominator

(Please provide your name, address, phone number and fax number.  All communication relative to this nomination will be through you the "nominator.")

Name

__________________________________________

Address

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Phone Number
__________________________________________

Fax Number
__________________________________________

E-mail

__________________________________________

3.  Minimum Qualifications


The individual or project team nominated must be within the SFI community or have worked closely with a SFI certified company on sustainability issues related to certification or the SFI Standard.    
4.  Selection Criteria:
1. Individual or team exhibits exemplary work in developing, implementing and promoting sustainability in their organization, which will influence future practices and decisions at the organizational level
The work of the individual or team is forward thinking and that the results of the work will have lasting influence on daily activities of the organization.  

2. Individual or team works in close cooperation with outside stakeholders to foster relationships and work collaboratively to implement innovative activities or projects related to achieving sustainability goals
The recipient(s) actively communicates and partners with outside organizations and that the results of these activities are new and better ways of achieving sustainability goals.    
3. Individual or team who leads by example, ensuring that sustainability goals are a cornerstone of daily activities
The recipient(s) will be a clear leader within the SFI community and own organization that is committed to implementing and achieving sustainability goals.  
4. Individual or team that exhibits exemplary work in educating others through landowner education, professional and business organizations, community or conservation groups to broaden the understanding of sustainable forestry concepts and achievements.

The recipient(s) further the understanding of responsible forest management in the broader community.  
5. Materials to be submitted
· The completed nomination form (items 1-4 above)

· A summary (not to exceed 4 pages) which clearly addresses the selection criteria above.  This will be the only document reviewed by the selection committee. You CAN include graphics (photos, graphs, maps, etc.) as part of your four page submission. ANYTHING BEYOND FOUR PAGES WILL NOT BE GIVEN CONSIDERATION.
Email submissions are preferred.  If submitting hard copies, please send five (5) copies of the full nomination to:
Allison Welde
Manager, Conservation Partnerships and Communications

900 K St., NW #700
Washington, DC 20006
Allison.Welde@sfiprogram.org
Fax: 202.596.3451
Nominations must be submitted by August 15, 2009.  No late submissions will be accepted.
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