Congress of the United States
Washington, DC 20515

The Monorable Martha Johnson
Administrator

U.S. {E{mm‘ai Services Administration
1800 F Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20405

Dear Administrator Johnson:

We are writing to express strong concerns regarding the use by the General Services
Administration (GSA) of the U.S. Green Building Council’s (USGBC) Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED) rating system in its building projects to the exclusion of
other rating systems.

Pursuant to Section 433 of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007
(EISA)., GSA is required every five years to conduct a study to “evzaluate and compare
available third-party green building certification systems and levels...” As GSA complete
its review this vear, it is critical both for ensuring true energy tfﬁucﬁ&}; as well as for
minimizing costs to the taxpayer that GSA fairly evaluates all certification systems with a
goal of ensuring maximum competition.

The exclusive use of the LEED rating system (or any one rating system) is troubling
in a number of respects. First, it assumes there is no other rating system that will meet the
criteria established in EISA. To the contrary, there are other valid rating systems that exist
that very clearly may meet the requirements under EISA. In fact, the Department of Energy
(DOE) is also required by EISA to make its own determination, based on the statutory criteria
and GSA’s recommendation. Based on EISA :mg age and its own analysis, DOE concluded

that the statute does not 1 “"}mre picking only one system, and instead proposed a rule with

criteria to potentially recognize multiple systems. % mply identifying one system to the
>ms limits competition and promotes a preference in the building

exclusion of other sys

ste
industry for one private certification organization over another.
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As such, we would request that as GSA conducts its review of rating sys
pursuant to EISA that GSA ensure it thoroughly reviews all relevant rating systems with an
eye towards recognizing the maximum number of rating systems that meet EISA

equirements. In addition. we request that GSA provide the undersigned with a full briefing
on the status of GSAs review, including your expected timelines for wm;ﬂg{ion and what

steps GSA has taken to solicit and evaluate input from the public during this process.

Thank you for yvour attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

ot

NICK RAHALL
Member of Congress

j\{ée;‘nbcr of Cc}ngress
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MIKE MICHAUD

Member of Congre

Ce ! ¢ Comm 'S
\dministration
Mr. Kevin Kampschroer. Director, Office of Federal High Performance Green
Buildings. U.S. General Services Administration



