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Bureau Veritas Certification 

North America, Inc. 

SFI Audit Report 
390 Benmar Drive, Suite 100 

Houston, TX 77060 

Phone (281) 986-1300: Toll Free (800) 937-9311 

 

Company Name  GMO Threshold Timber Corporation 

Contact Person Eric Stier 

Address 15815 M-26 Atlantic Mine, MI 49905 

Phone / Fax 906-483-0820 

PQC Code E01E: Forestry, logging related serv 

        

Contract 

Number: 

 

US.1272887 

Certification 

Audit: 

 

 

Re-Certification 

Audit: 

 

 

Surveillance: 
(Indicate visit # or Pre-

Assessment) 

 

#2 

        

Audit Summary 

Introduction 
The second surveillance audit of GMO Threshold Timber Corporation forestland management in 

Michigan, managed by American Forest Management (AFM), was conducted by Julie Stangell on 

August 6 and 7, 2014 for the purpose of showing compliance to the SFI 2010-2014 Standard. 

 

Audit Scope, Objectives and Process 

The scope of the audit is “Sustainable Forest Management Activities on approximately 439,439 acres 

in Michigan managed by American Forest Management” with the audit conducted against the SFI 

2010-2014 Standard.  During this surveillance audit, the following objectives were reviewed: 1, 2, 4, 

6, 14, 15, 17 and 20.  No public land is managed so objective 18 was not reviewed.  There was no 

substitution or modification of indicators.  Standard Bureau Veritas Certification protocols and forms 

were applied throughout the audit as provided by the most recent version of the Bureau Veritas 

Certification SFI Auditor Handbook. 

 

Audit Plan 

The audit consisted of ½ day review of documented policies, GIS system and findings issued during 

the 2013 surveillance audit. The office review was followed with 1 and ½ days of on-site visits to 

forest land management activities in the upper peninsula of Michigan conducted per the following 

plan: 

 
Date:  August 6, 2014 

 

Time  Activity BVC Repr. Company Repr. 

08:00 AM Opening Meeting Stangell  Stier 

     

08:30 AM Office review of procedures and Objectives 1 and 

14, 15, 17 and 20 

Stangell Stier 

     

12:00 PM Site visits with interviews of key individuals Stangell Stier 

     

04:30 PM Daily debrief Stangell Stier 

     

05:00 PM Depart site   
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Date:  August 7, 2014 

 

Time  Activity BVC Repr. Company Repr. 

     

08:00 AM Continue site visits and interviews Stangell Stier 

     

03:30 PM Compile and finalize findings Stangell Stier 

     

04:30 PM Closing meeting Stangell Stier 

 

 

Company Information 
GMO Threshold is a timberland investment management organization, owning and managing 

timberland throughout the United States.  This certification is limited to its 438,317 (updated for 

2014) acres of land owned in the upper peninsula of Michigan with the number of acres reduced 

slightly from the previous year.   

 

The timberland discussed in this certification is primarily composed of northern hardwood stands that 

are managed using single-tree selection to produce un-even aged stands of mature hardwoods.  Even-

aged management is being utilized where appropriate in an effort to manage stands affected by maple 

decline and other insect and disease issues.  Species composition of this cover type includes sugar 

maple, red maple, basswood, white and yellow birch, ash and red oak.  The remaining cover types 

included in this ownership are softwood (pine, spruce and hemlock), aspen and non-productive cover.   

 

The property is managed by American Forest Management, a consulting firm with an office in 

Atlantic Mine, MI.  The AFM employees managing the harvest operations of this GMO ownership 

have been involved with the SFI program and this specific land base since the mid 1990’s.  GMO 

through AFM continues to support research on maple decline. 

 

Audit Results 

The audit began with an office review of procedures, records, research results, contracts, invoices 

paid, the GIS system and documentation confirming planned and actual harvest levels. GMO 

Threshold managed by AFM, has a well-organized and up to date GIS system allowing for planning 

and management of all aspects of this Standard.  The review of system documentation and records 

confirmed conformance to all relevant performance measures and indicators. 

 

Following the office review, a day and a half was spent reviewing twelve field sites.  Four active 

harvest sites were visited and contractors were interviewed where release and selection harvest was 

in progress.  Eight other sites were visited that included salvage, clearcutting, stand improvement, 

removal of a temporary bridge and a cooperative project to install an arch pipe in conjunction with a 

local snowmobile club.  All management activities were found to meet the performance measures 

and indicators included in this surveillance audit with the exception of the findings below. 

 

Findings 

 

Previous non-conformances:   
There were no previous nonconformances. 

 

Non-conformances:   
One minor non-conformance was noted.   Performance Indicator 3.4 requires monitoring of overall 

best management practices implementation. As noted on the SF-02.1 included in this report, a spill 
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kit was not available on an active harvest operation as required by Michigan BMPs. 

Opportunities for Improvement:   

One opportunity for improvement was noted that if not corrected would result in a nonconformance 

in the future. Excessive rutting was observed on two sites, Meadow Lake South and Lac LaBelle 

Grade. In both cases, ground-based skidders were allowed to work on main skid roads until deep ruts 

were created. Both units were not finished, but both needed work to restore the skid roads to 

acceptable condition.  This was not called a nonconformance as the operators were planning to return 

to the units, however there is an opportunity for improvement to first stop the operation before deep 

rutting occurs and second, to use erosion control measures to mitigate soil rutting at the time the 

disturbance occurs per the following indicators: 

 

1. PM 2.1, Ind. 2: Process to identify soils vulnerable to compaction and use of appropriate 

methods to avoid excessive soil disturbance. 

 

2. PM 2.1, Ind. 3: Use of erosion control measures to minimize the loss of soil and site 

productivity. 

 

3. PM 2.1, Ind. 4: Post harvest conditions conducive to maintaining site productivity (e.g., 

limited rutting, retained down woody debris, minimized skid trails). 
 

 

Notable Practices:   

No notable practices were observed. 

 

Logo/label use: 

GMO Threshold does not use the SFI or BV logos in any way. They do not have a web site and do 

not utilize promotional materials. 

 

SFI reporting: 

During this audit verification of the SFI website was completed to ensure that the previous audit 

report was submitted and posted.  GMO threshold Timber -- Michigan has the public summary report 

posted on the SFI website. 

 

Conclusions 
 

The closing meeting was held on August 7, 2014 in Atlantic Mine, MI.  In the opinion of the auditor 

and based on the evidence presented, GMO Threshold lands in Michigan managed by American 

Forest Management continue to meet the requirements of the SFI 2010-2014 standard for Land 

Management.  A root cause analysis and corrective action plan were submitted and accepted for the 

one minor nonconformance issued therefore continued certification is recommended.  

 

 

Surveillance Audit Schedule 

 

The next audit should be scheduled for August, 2015 and will be a renewal audit. 

 

SEE SF61 FOR AUDIT NOTES  

 
 

 

 

 



 

-4- Bureau Veritas Certification SFI/ATFS Audit Report – Rev. 6-January 2012  

 

 

Summary of Audit Findings: 

Audit Date(s): From: August 6, 2014 To: August 7, 2014 

Number of SF02’s Raised:  Major:  Minor: 1 

Is a follow up visit required: Yes  No  X Date(s) of follow up visit:  

Follow-up visit remarks: 

 

 

 

Team Leader Recommendation: 

Corrective Action Plan (s) Accepted Yes X No  Date: August 29, 2014 

Proceed to/Continue Certification Yes X No  Date: August 29, 2014 

All NCR’s Cleared Yes   No  Date:   

Standard audit conducted against: 

1) SFI 2010-2014 STD 3)  

2)  4)  

Team Leader (1): Team Members (2,3,4…) 

Julie Stangell 2)  

3)  

4)  

5)  

Scope of Supply: (scope statement must be verified and appear in the space below) 

 

Sustainable Forest Management Activities on approximately 438,317 (revised from 439,439) acres in 

Michigan 

 

Accreditation's ANAB     

Number of Certificates 1     

Proposed Date for Next Audit Event 

Date August, 2015 

Audit Report Distribution 

Eric Stier (AFM) : eric.stier@amforem.biz 

Melani Potts (BVNA):  melani.potts@us.bureauveritas.com 
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Clause  Audit Report 

Opening 

Meeting 

Participants: 

  

 

 

Discussions:  

Julie Stangell, Lead Auditor 

Eric Stier, AFM Region Manager 

Brandon Bal, AFM Area Manager 

Brian Callaghan, BV Witness Auditor 

 Introductions 

 Scope of the audit  

 Audit schedule/plan 

 Nonconformance types – Major / Minor  

 Review of previous nonconformances - 0. 

 Process approach to auditing and audit sampling 

 Confidentiality agreement 

 Termination of the audit 

 Appeals process 

 Closing meeting timing 

Closing 

Meeting 

Participants: 

 

 

 

Discussions: 

Julie Stangell, Lead Auditor 

Eric Stier, AFM Region Manager 

Brandon Bal, AFM Area Manager 

Brian Callaghan, BV Witness Auditor 

 Introductions and appreciation for selecting Bureau Veritas Certification. 

 Review of audit process - process approach and sampling. 

 Review of OFIs and System Strengths 

 Nonconformances - 1 

 Date for next audit  

 Reporting protocol and timing 
 

 

 

 

 

 


