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Common Questions 

•  What is the difference between SFI and FSC? 

•  How does SFI address negative market campaigns? 

•  What are the different SFI labels, and what do they mean? 

•  What green building rating tools recognize SFI? 

•  Which customers/end users support SFI? 



SFI and FSC 

–  Governance & Scope 

–  Forest Management 
Certification 

–  Chain-of-Custody 
Certification 

–  Addressing the Non-
Certified Fiber 



Common Questions Regarding 
Standards 

Comparison Point SFI FSC 

Conserves Biodiversity & Old-
Growth & Protects Threatened & 
Endangered Species 

       
Genetically Modified Organisms Research  Prohibition  

Minimize Chemical Use – Least 
Toxic Chemicals        
Recognizes Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples       
Addresses Forest Conversion       



Peddling Pulp Fiction 

5 



Two Types of SFI Labels 

•  Certified Sourcing 
–  Requirements in Section 4 for label use 
–  Does not make claims about certified forest content 

•  Chain of Custody 
–  Requirements in Section 3 
–  Makes claims about certified forest content 



SFI On-Product Labels 



Green Building Opportunities 

•  SFI is recognized in a variety of green building tools in North America 
–  IgCC Building Code (final November 2011) 

•  Potential to be huge market for SFI wood 
•  Already adopted in draft form in Rhode Island and other municipalities 

–  National Home Building Standard (residential construction) 
–  Green Globes (commercial construction) 
–  Built Green Canada (residential construction) 
–  BIFMA (furniture standard) 

•  Globally recognized as well 
–  CASBEE (Japan) 
–  Green Star Program (Australia) 
–  BREEAM (United Kingdom) 
–  Italian Green Building Council 



Recognition of All Forest 
Certification Standards 



What is USGBC’s Pilot Credit 43 

•  USGBC announces pilots as a way to “test drive” an idea 

•  Pilots rely heavily on user (architects and builders and LEED APs) feedback 

•  Pilot Credit 43 (released June 2011) is specific for non-structural products (doors, 
windows, floors, furniture etc). 

•  Pilot Credit 43 has two pathways to achieve a point.   
1.  Certification pathway 
2.  Environmental Product Declaration (EPD) pathway 

•  Certification pathway includes a section on “pre-approved certifications and 
labels” which lists SFI, ATFS, CSA, PEFC and FSC among the pre-approved 
certifications. 

•  Critical over the next year we get the word out on this positive credit 



Conservation Organizations 
Value SFI 



Companies Using SFI Labels 



Supporting Sales & Marketing 

•  SFI has a web based Certification 
Promotion Kit 

•  Easy access web portal 
•  Simplified Q&As 
•  PowerPoint and press release templates 
•  Top key messages 
•  Collateral and tradeshow material support 
•  PEFC-North America communications 

material also being developed 



Unintended Consequences of 
Preferences 

•  Three quarters of the certified forests in the U.S and Canada are to 
the SFI, American Tree Farm System (ATFS), and Canadian 
Standards Association (CSA) standards.  

•  Only 11% of the FSC global certifications are in the US.   

•  This means that giving preference to FSC can mean giving 
preference to products from Russia, Brazil and China that are 
certified to FSC as opposed to recognizing SFI, ATFS or CSA forest 
products in your backyard. 

•  Supporting SFI, ATFS and CSA supports jobs and forest dependent 
communities in the U. S. and Canada. 



Saying Yes to SFI Means… 

•  Supporting domestic jobs, fiber and communities. 

•  Supporting conservation work, research, and logger/
forester training and education  

•  Avoiding risk of illegal logging, deforestation, global 
forestry concerns….buy SFI, buy domestic, buy North 
America. 
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