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Outline w/ Presenters

• General SFI Update – Amy Doty

• SIC Reporting update – Amy Doty

• SFI Standard Review Process – Gregor Macintosh

• Forest PartnersSM Program – Barry Graden

• Green Building – Jason Metnick and Nadine Block

• Conservation update – Andrew de Vries and Eli Weissman

• Community update – Danny Karch, Barry Graden and Amy Doty

• Market Outreach update –Jason Metnick and Monique Hanis

• 2013 Annual Conference – Amy Doty 



SFI 2013 Strategic Priorities

Standard 
Revision

Grants & 
Research

Grassroots network - SICs
Habitat for Humanity, Scouts

Assure the 
Customer Base
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SFI Forest Certification on 
the Rise



Certified Forest in Canada & US
70% Recognized by SFI

December 31, 2012



35 SFI Implementation 
Committees 
(representing 43 states/provinces)

The state or province has an SIC

The state or province has an SIC and an SIC website

The state or province does not have an SIC



SFI Implementation 
Committee Membership



Data – SIC Funds Invested/ 
Contributed

$164,395

$125,900

$38,495

0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000

AFF

ATFS

PLT

Funds contributed to local American Forest 
Foundation (AFF) programs

+ in‐kind support contributed to local Project Learning Tree Programs

+ in‐kind support contributed to
local ATFS programs

+ in‐kind support contributed to 
AFF programs locally

And, an additional $23,036 contributed to other local, family forest programs. 



Data – Trained Loggers

*Logger training data provided by the Forest Resources Association.



2013 SIC Workplans

• SFI Priority Focus Areas for SICs
– Community-based project support

• Scouts outreach in US and Canada
• Habitat for Humanity projects

– Major customer and label user support efforts
– Growing SFI market demand
– Government outreach in US on green building
– Committee membership diversification
– SFI Standard Revision process engagement and 

involvement
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Standard Review 
Process Update –
Gregor Macintosh



SFI Standard Review 
Process 

• Standard Review Workshops
• San Antonio, TX – Sept 2013
• Washington DC - 2013
• Portland, OR - 2014
• Vancouver, BC - 2014
• Edmonton, AB - 2014
• Quebec City, QC - 2014
• Portland, ME - 2014
• Minneapolis, MN - 2014
• Charlotte, NC - 2014
• Memphis, TN - 2014



SFI Standard Review 
Process

Public Comment Periods  

• Comments can be submitted by SFI 
stakeholders during two 60-day public comment 
periods:  

– June – August 2013: comments submitted on existing 
SFI 2010-2014 standard requirements

– January – March 2014: comments submitted on the 
draft SFI 2015-2019 Standard requirements



SFI Standard Review 
Process – Online Survey 

Online Survey Tool 
• This will be the vehicle for 

submitting stakeholder 
comments 

• Allows comments to be 
submitted on all aspects of 
the SFI program 
requirements 

• On-line Survey Tool 
accessed via the SFI website 
and sent individually to SFI 
contacts



SFI Forest 
PartnersSM

Program update –
Barry Graden



SFI Forest PartnersSM

Program

• Founding Partners
– Time Inc.
– National Geographic
– Macmillan
– Pearson
– Additional partners being sought

• Goals
– 5 million acres by end of 2014
– 10 million acres by end of 2017
– Mills certified to SFI FS or CoC
– Begin in U.S. South



Projects

• SC project underway
– Expected audit in June, 2013

• VA project underway
– Project Coordinator: John Carroll

• MO project underway
– Project Coordinator: Marvin Brown

• FL and GA project(s) gearing up
– Project Coordinator: In process

• More information 
– Barry.graden@sfiprogram.org
– www.sfiprogram.org



Jason Metnick 
And 
Nadine Block 



Green Building Programs 
Recognize SFI



USGBC’s Flawed Process

“Wood products must be certified by the Forest 
Stewardship Council or USGBC-approved equivalent.”

1. USGBC has said they do not have a process to determine 
“USGBC-approved equivalent.”

2. USGBC has no baseline for why FSC is the only standard 
recognized.

3. SFI certified-products have been excluded from USGBC 
credits without ever once having been told the basis of 
that exclusion.



USGBC Timeline

• 6th public comment closed March 31, 2013

• Consensus Body closed April 30, 2013

• Ballot to vote on LEED v.4 is Summer 2013

• Expected to be finalized by Fall 2013



Green Building CEU with 
McGraw Hill

• In 2012 SFI sponsored a Continuing 
Education Unit (CEU) in Green Source 
magazine

• Another CEU will be published in Architectural 
Record in June 2013

• Targeted to architects and builders

• Stats of 2012 CEU
– Over 26,000 have viewed it
– Over 580 people have taken the online course for 

AIA credit



State Actions

• The Governors of Maine, Georgia, Mississippi, and 
Alabama each signed Executive Orders or legislation 
calling for equal recognition of SFI, ATFS and FSC in 
state construction.

“New or expanded state buildings 
shall incorporate ‘Green Building’ 
standards that give certification 
credits equally to forest products 

grown, manufactured, and certified 
under the Sustainable Forestry 

Initiative, the American Tree Farm 
System, and the Forest Stewardship 

Council.” (Maine/Georgia)



State Actions

• Oregon Governor Kitzhaber signed an Executive Order  -
Oct 2012

“Promoting markets for products from sustainably managed 
forests helps conserve forests by encouraging forest ownership, 
protects jobs, and strengthens local communities.”

Directs the Oregon Department of Forestry, with others, to 
examine “whether leading green building rating systems 
adequately recognize the environmental, social and other 
related benefits of wood products made from trees grown 
and harvested in Oregon as compared to other timber 
growing regions.”



States in Play

• Legislation introduced in
– Alabama
– North Carolina
– Florida
– South Carolina

• Most bills would prohibit state buildings from 
using green building rating systems that do not 
give equal credit to SFI, ATFS, FSC



Government Recognition: 
Congress

• 89 Members of the U.S. Congress have written to 
urge USGBC to support wood use and all forest 
certification standards including SFI.

• Letter from 8 Members of Congress in May 2012 
stated, “Broadening the number of eligible 
certification programs and the recognition of wood will 
provide a great incentive for the utilization of 
domestically produced forest products.”



U.S Government Recognition 



Action for SICs

• Engage your local USGBC chapter
– Build support within GBC’s community

• Engage your local AIA chapter
– Architects want choice

• Engage local government representatives
– Encourage support for legislation that would 

remove discrimination against SFI and ATFS



Andrew de Vries 
and
Eli Weissman



SFI Conservation and Community 
Partnership Grant Program

• Grants support research that advances 
forestry practices and conservation science

• Projects have supported clean water, 
landowner outreach, wildlife habitat 
restoration 
Number of grants awarded in 2012 5

Number of grants awarded since 2010 33

Total SFI commitment since 2010 $1.32 million

Total value with partner contributions $4.8 million



Conservation & Community 
Partnership Grants



SFI Conservation and Community 
Partnership Grant Program

Ongoing Research Activities
• Ducks Unlimited Canada - Developing and 

testing best management practices for forestry 
roads. 

• The World Resources Institute compiling the 
latest knowledge about the water quality benefits 
of SFI certification across Maine, Georgia, 
Oregon and Washington. 

• American Bird Conservancy - Reversing declines 
in the populations of birds of special conservation 
concern across the Pacific Northwest



SFI Conservation and Community 
Partnership Grant Program

2013: Up to $400,000 will be awarded
• Six conservation grants to be announced shortly:

– Capacity Building with First Nations
– Emerging Water Markets
– Wildlife Habitat Conservation 

• Seven U.S. community grant projects include:
– Habitat for Humanity Project
– Youth Education outreach, including PLT workshops
– Landowner Outreach
– Boy Scouts projects



Opportunities for SICs to 
Partner with Conservation 
Organizations
• Host a presentation by a conservation grantee working in 

your area

• Participate in an ongoing conservation grant

• Develop new relationships with conservation organizations 
– Local watershed organizations
– National Association of Conservation Districts
– Izaak Walton League of America
– Ducks Unlimited

• For more information, please contact 
– Eli.Weissman@sfiprogram.org
– Andrew.deVries@sfiprogram.org



Danny Karch, Barry 
Graden
and 
Amy Doty



Scouts Canada & Girls 
Guides of Canada

• SFI support of the Scouts Canada 
National Jamboree
– Cedar paddle donations
– Sourcing lumber for kitchen shelters

• Scouts Canada MOU scheduled for 
Summer 2013

• SFI sponsors Girl Guides Canada, Earth 
Action initiative. 

– Donating 60 duck boxes made with certified SFI 
wood. 

– Boxes will be used as part of the Wildlife Habitat 
initiative SFI is sponsoring. Each kit will include a 
brief on SFI.



Boy Scouts of America

• Memorandum of Mutual Support
• 2013 BSA National Jamboree

– July 14-24
– Summit Bechtel Reserve, Beckley, WV
– 2 SFI Staff and 16 SIC volunteers
– SFI Exhibit
– Conservation Challenge
– Partners: WV DoF, SAF and WVFA

• Reports of many SIC and Program Participant 
BSA-related activities



Boy Scouts of America 
continued

• MN SIC created “SFI Race 
Kit”

• Available for the Cub 
Scouts in the Voyaguers
Area and Northern Lights 
Council this fall

• Boys Life and Scouting 
magazines to feature 
sustainable forestry and the 
SFI collaboration in late 
summer



Green Building with Habitat 
for Humanity

• 8 completed HFH projects since 2008

• 4 projects underway in 2013
• Georgia SIC (Completed May 2013)
• Montreal, PQ (Spring 2013)
• Nova Scotia (Summer 2013)
• Women's Build!...Ottawa (Summer 
2013)

• How To Guide resource



Georgia Habitat for 
Humanity Build

Jones Family New Home
• Partnership between the Georgia 

SIC and the Macon Area Habitat 
for Humanity

• Georgia SIC produced a video 
highlighting GA forestry and 
sustainable timber management 
cycle from harvest to mill to 
home building to reforestation

• Check out video at: 
http://www.youtube.com/user/SFI
Program



Hunting Angler & Outdoor 
Enthusiasts

• Promotion of Canada in the Rough  
Conservation video: (almost 1K views since 
Feb)

• Outreach to Hunting, Angling, Outdoor 
magazines to encourage COC

• Outreach to Hunting, Angling & Outdoor 
Outfitters, Ex: Bass Pro, Cabela's



Monique Hanis
and
Jason Metnick



Tools for Sales



Consumer Microsite



SFI Partners in Forest 
Conservation



Customer Outreach



Customer Outreach



It Starts at Home

• If you source fiber, ask for SFI

• If you sell products, label SFI.

• If you buy products, choose SFI. 



Why Support SFI?

• SFI’s unique and proactive 
fiber sourcing program

• Supporting domestic jobs, fiber 
and communities

• Supporting conservation work, 
research, and logger/forester 
training and education 

• Avoiding risk of illegal logging, 
deforestation, global forestry 
concerns….buy SFI, buy 
domestic, buy North America



SFI 2013 Annual Conference

• September 17-19, 2013

• Westin Riverwalk, San Antonio, TX

• THEME:  Writing the Next Chapter
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SFI Annual Conference –
Sponsors



SFI Annual Conference –
Confirmed Speakers



SFI Annual Conference –
Schedule of Events

• Sept 16th 1:00pm to 4:30pm
– ATFS Inspecting Forester Training Workshop 

• Sept 17th

– SFI Standard Review Workshop – 10:30am – 12:30pm, 
followed by luncheon

– General sessions in afternoon, followed by President’s 
Reception

• Sept 18th

– General sessions ALL day, Annual Awards Luncheon, 
All Conference Reception and Dinner

• Sept 19th

– General sessions until 12PM, followed by Luncheon



SIC Regional Breakouts

• Agenda Development – What do SICs want?

• SIC’s activities roundtable

• SIC Work Plans 
– 2013 review 
– 2014 development



SIC Thoughts

• What do you need from SFI Inc. to effectively 
carry out your activities?

• What tools do you need to reach your goals?

• How can SFI Inc. help you?



Questions? 
Contact: Amy Doty
amy.doty@sfiprogram.org
202.596.3458


