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Michigan SFI® Implementation Committee Wins Award as the
State’s Forests Keep Growing — Even in Downtown Detroit

MONTREAL, Quebec — Michigan’s forests are expanding,
even in unlikely places like Detroit. The Sustainable
Forestry Initiative® (SFI) Michigan Implementation
Committee is part of this success story and a big reason
why it won the SFI Implementation Committee Annual
Achievement Award in 2014. The award was presented at
SFl Inc.’s 2014 Annual Conference in Montreal.

“The Michigan committee’s work in Detroit isn’t just at the intersection of viable markets, healthy
forests and sustainable communities in a conceptual way. The committee is actually working to make
Detroit a more sustainable community at intersections, along streetscapes and in parks,” said Kathy
Abusow, SFI Inc. President and CEO.

The Michigan committee worked with The Greening of Detroit and a variety of other partners to
improve Detroit’s urban forests and revitalize the city through tree planting projects. Through the
Greening of Detroit’s Citizen Forester Program, volunteers plant 4,000—6,000 trees annually. The
program helps volunteers to identify and plant trees that improve the urban environment.

For now, Detroit still faces a shortage of trees, but there is an abundance of vacant land. That means
there will be room for more trees, green open spaces, prairies, urban farms and pocket parks. It also
means job opportunities for city kids and adult workforce trainees that support sustainable
communities. The Greening of Detroit has helped place almost 80 percent of trainees in full-time jobs.

“We are pleased to accept this award. Our work covered a wide range of projects this year, including
building SFI brand recognition and conducting a best management practice audit. But at the end of the
day everything we do shares the goal of promoting sustainable forestry,” said Howard Lindberg, the
Chair of the SFI Michigan Implementation Committee and Senior Resource Forester with the Plum Creek
Timber Company.

Focusing on urban issues didn’t stop the SFI Implementation Committee from making serious statewide
contributions as well. The Michigan committee’s commitment to healthy forests was recognized by the
Michigan Legislature when it decided to fund a statewide best-management-practices program for
monitoring soil integrity and water quality in relation to forestry operations. This ambitious project
began in 2011 when the SFI Implementation Committee organized and implemented a statewide best
management program audit and report.

“We also remained committed to encouraging sustainable forestry one person at a time. We provided
sustainable forestry education training for more than 1,400 people in 2013,” said Scott Robbins, the

Director of SFl and Public Affairs at the Michigan Forest Products Council.
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About Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc. (SFl Inc.)

SFl Inc. is an independent, nonprofit organization that is solely responsible for maintaining, overseeing
and improving the internationally recognized Sustainable Forestry Initiative program. The SFI
Conservation Leadership Award has been awarded annually since 2008. Across the United States and
Canada, about 250 million acres are certified to the SFI forest management standard. In addition, the SFI
program’s unique fiber sourcing requirements promote responsible forest management on all suppliers’
lands. SFI chain-of-custody certification tracks the percentage of fiber from certified forests, certified
sourcing and post-consumer recycled content. SFl on-product labels identify both certified sourcing and
chain-of-custody claims to help consumers make responsible purchasing decisions. SFl Inc. is governed
by a three-chamber board of directors representing environmental, social and economic sectors equally.
Learn more at www.sfiprogram.org and www.sfiprogram.org/Buy-SFI.

About the Michigan Sustainable Forestry Initiative Implementation Committee

The Michigan Sustainable Forestry Initiative Implementation Committee works to promote the SFI
program throughout the state. The committee promotes the SFl Standard as a means to broaden the
practice of responsible forestry and achieve on the-ground results. They offer a forum to provide
information and answer questions about local forestry operations and work with local organizations and
individuals, providing leadership and sharing best practices to improve forest management on both
certified and noncertified lands. Michigan Sustainable Forestry Initiative Implementation Committee
members and partners include: American Forest Management, Louisiana Pacific, Molpus Timberlands
Management LLC, NewPage Corporation, Packaging Corporation of America, Plum Creek Timber
Company, SAPPI Fine Paper, Timber Products of Michigan, Verso Paper, Weyerhaeuser, and the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources.
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