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Overview of presentation

• TCF’s GoZero® Program and 
North Coast Forest Conservation 
Initiative (CA).

• California Climate Action 
Registry– policy background, 
project development and 
verification, market experience.

• Suggestions for SFI Participants.
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Developed to engage leading corporations and individuals who did 
not see themselves primarily as emitters, but who wanted to do 
something positive about climate change.  The Fund helps its 

donors calculate their estimated annual CO2 emissions and then 
estimates how many trees would need to be planted on public land 

to trap or sequester those emissions over the lifetime of a forest.

Go Zero®



The TCF Forest Carbon Experience

• Dell
• Delta
• Gaiam
• The Home Depot
• Land Rover Portland
• Land Rover Las Vegas
• New Jersey Resources
• The North Face

• Philadelphia Eagles
• Timberland
• Travelocity
• U-Haul
• Universal Studios
• Walt Disney Company
• Yale School of Forestry

GoZero® Corporate Partners
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North Coast Forest Conservation 
Initiative tests hypothesis of 
forest restoration and non- 
profit ownership.

Garcia River Forest 
24,000 acres acquired 2004

Big River/Salmon Creek Forest: 
12,000 acres acquired 2006

Usal Redwood Forest Easement
51,000 acres est. Q4 2008

Gualala River Forest Easement
14,000 acres est. Q4 2008
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• $70 million invested
• 40,000 acres conserved
• 55 miles of salmon spawning stream 

protected and $2.3 million 
committed to watershed restoration

• 388 million board feet of timber 
under sustainable management, dual 
FSC & SFI certified

• 600,000 metric tons of CCAR 
verified GHG emission reductions 
(sold or contracted)

• 16 local employees or year-round 
contractors

• $4 million annual operating budget
• 110 field tours or public meetings.
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Steps to verify the emission reductions of the Garcia River Forest

1. Acquire property 
2. Join the California Climate Action Registry
3. Conduct forest inventory
4. Develop baseline scenario – clear cut on 60 year rotation with required 

buffers for streams, endangered species, and unstable slopes-- per Forest 
Practice Rules

5. Develop project activity scenario – thin overstocked coniferous stands, 
reduce hardwood competition in mixed stands, selectively harvest for 
healthy growth rather than maximizing revenues– per Management Plan

6. Model baseline and project activity using FPS or CRYPTOs
7. Convert wood volume differential into CO2 equivalent to determine 

“biological emissions”
8. Calculate organization’s energy and fuel usage to determine “non- 

biological emissions”
9. Register “conservation-based forest management project” with CCAR
10. Retain verifier to conduct audit and submit final report
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Total Carbon (Live and Dead) Over Time
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Estimated Costs for Initial Registration & 
Verification

• Timber Inventory and Cruise: $80,000

• Modeling/reporting carbon: $75,000

• Certification of project activity: $35,000

Total: $190,000
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24,000 acres of cutover timberland… =  $18,000,000
900 new inventory plots… =         $80,000
2 years of resource planning… =       $200,000
1 Numerical Terradynamic Simulation grad student =         $60,000

Or as I prefer to think of it:

Being paid to clean the atmosphere… = PRICELESS!



Minnesota context
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Suggestions for SFI Participants--
• Learn your acronyms– CCAR, CCX, VCS, RGGI, WCI.
• Acknowledge the challenges of forest projects.
• Talk to the buyers.
• Recognize the difference between voluntary and 

compliance systems.
• Be patient– this is still an emerging market.
• Get involved! Help be a voice for forests in state and 

national discussions.
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References—
• http://www.coastalconservancy.ca.gov/Programs/ 

NorthCoast/CF%20book-web.pdf
• http://conserveonline.org/workspaces/GRF
• http://www.climateregistry.org/
• http://www.mnclimatechange.us/
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